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HEADING SOUTH – 

 

2026 MOROP CONGRESS IN PERPIGNAN (FRANCE) 
 
It was not long ago, in September 2025, that the SMV and BDEF hosted the MOROP Congress in 
Chemnitz. Around 80 railway and model train enthusiasts answered the call to visit the city (which was 
the European Capital of Culture at the time) and enjoyed a varied program across the Chemnitz/Ore 
Mountains region. 
 
This year, the congress moves to France, specifically Perpignan, from August 30 to September 6. 
Located on the western Mediterranean coast right on the Spanish border, the city sits at the foot of 
the Pyrenees, offering the potential for a fascinating itinerary. 
 
As always, business comes first: Sunday and Monday are dedicated to meetings of the Technical 
Commission and the General Assembly. 
 
The following days feature a program of excursions ranging from the interesting to the breathtaking. 
Not far from Perpignan, and already within the Pyrenees, ies the charming town of Villefranche-
Vernet-les-Bains. It is renowned not only for its fortress but also as the starting point for the famous 
*Train Jaune* (Yellow Train). This meter-gauge railway, powered by a third rail, runs southwest from 
Villefranche, following the Têt River up to the mountain ridge before winding its way like a roller 
coaster to the Spanish border at Latour-de-Carol. In good weather, passengers can enjoy the 65-
kilometer journey in open-air carriages, accompanied by the constant crackling sound of the collector 
shoe against the third rail. It is a unique experience—and not just for railway enthusiasts! 
 
Just 20 kilometers and a few valleys away runs the *Train Rouge* (Red Train). This standard-gauge 
line offers tourist services using various types of rolling stock, including railcars and even rail-cycles.  
The Red Train, too, winds its way through spectacular valleys and along the surrounding mountains. 
 
A visit to a container terminal, a coastal tour, and a visit to a winery are among the highlights of the 
varied program. The specific days for these excursions have not yet been finalized; this is expected to 
happen by mid-May. 
 
For the first time, an exhibition featuring a "Junior" modular layout has been included in the program 
for the Chemnitz congress. At that event, MOROP adopted the associated modular standard, NEM 901, 
for international youth-oriented modeling activities. Given the standard's popularity and long-standing 
use in France, a model railway exhibition is scheduled to take place in Perpignan on September 5 and 
6. All interested delegates, and especially young modelers, are invited to participate in the exhibition 
with a module. Details regarding the standard can be found at www.morop.eu (under NEM Standards, 
NEM 901). 
 
In addition to the engaging program, visitors can look forward to pleasant weather in the region in 
early September. A trip to the MOROP congress in Perpignan is well worth it. Those with a little extra 
time can also explore other fascinating railways in the Pyrenees or visit Barcelona, which is not far 
away. 
 
Details regarding the program, prices, and accommodation options will soon be available on the 
websites of the SMV, the BDEF, or MOROP itself. 
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